Prevention of acetabular erosion after hemiarthroplasty for fractured neck of femur.
The best treatment for a fractured neck of femur in an old person is considered by many to be replacement hemiarthroplasty which allows the patient to walk immediately on a stable, painless hip. The late results can be marred by acetabular erosion in which the metal head of the prosthesis erodes upwards into the acetabulum to give pain and disability. Here the trial of a new bipolar prosthesis with a dynamic self-aligning outer head is described in 161 fractured necks of femur. No acetabular erosion has been seen with its use over four years.